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(Proceedings commenced 10:03 a.m., November 13, 2025.)
(Call to order of the Court.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Well, good morning. Earlier this
week we celebrated Veterans Day, so it is only fitting, I
think, that we honor the brave men and women of our armed
forces, so please join me in a moment of silence as we honor
their service to our country.

(Moment of silence.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you.

And while we're still on our feet, I understand we're
joined by the Central High School Junior ROTC to present the
colors.

Please do so at this time.

(Presentation of colors.)
(Star-Spangled Banner.)

THE COURT: Please be seated.

Well, good morning, everyone, and welcome to this
naturalization ceremony. A special warm welcome to our new
citizens-to-be and their family and friends and others that are
here to observe this wonderful celebration.

Thank you to Central High School for your rendition of
the National Anthem. We understand we will hear from you
again, but thank you for your presence, and the Central High
School Junior ROTC.

Normally we have a rule that prohibits photography and
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video of any kind in the courtroom, but we will gladly suspend
that local rule in honor of this wonderful celebration. So
please feel free as we go about to take videos and photos as
you wish. After this is all over with, we can all pose for
photos and take any photos, if you wish.

Again, it is a delight having you all here. You may
notice, we have our sign language interpreter to my left at the
end of our bench. She is one of our own. She is our human
resources individual, a specialist, and she has a side job.
Interesting story: She will interpret concerts down in Denver,
rock concerts, country concerts, and anything of that sort.
And so please welcome Cherish Ross as she does the
interpretation for us with sign Tanguage this morning.

Well, it is my pleasure to introduce fresh off the
government shutdown Jasmine Peters. She is a Assistant United
States Attorney, and she 1is going to make a motion so that we
can admit our new citizens this morning. Ms. Peters speaks on
behalf of the Attorney General for the United States.

Ms. Peters, I would welcome your motion and any
remarks you may have.

MS. PETERS: Thank you, and may it please the Court.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Ms. Peters.

MS. PETERS: My name is Jasmine Peters, and I'm here
today as a representative of the United States Attorney's

Office for the District of Wyoming and in proxy for the
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Attorney General of the United States.

It is my pleasure and my privilege to introduce to the
Court today 19 individuals who appear in person today for
hearing on their petitions for naturalization as United States
citizens: Rosa Molina Harrell, Helen Elizabeth Stephens,
Robert Grunfeld, Peter William Walker, Jamie Ciel Orquina,
Eduardo Torres Mendez, Anatoliy Zayarko, Nguyen Van Tran -- who
I believe was actually admitted back in chambers -- Cesar
Ricardo Pena Hermosillo, Amina Dalil, Araceli Garcia Bencomo,
Maria Anneliese Corlis, Mark Steven Gurney, Tam Van Nguyen,
Maria Wolfe Chavez, Omer Jan Sabri, Yebo Deng, Ginka Susanne
Kubelka, Carola Cowan, Issah Mohammed.

These individuals have been interviewed and examined
under oath by a designated examiner of the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services, who has also completed
their character and background investigations. Citizenship and
Immigration Services indicates that these individuals have met
all requirements for naturalization and are well qualified,
desirable candidates for United States citizenship.

I was born in the United States, but my father went
through this very process many years ago, and at the time I did
not understand what was going on, but I do now. I have great
respect and admiration for each of you and appreciate your time
and effort in obtaining citizenship today.

As a fellow United States citizen, I want to welcome
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and congratulate all of you on this very special occasion.

Your Honor, at this time and on recommendation of the
immigration officer, I move for these petitioners to be granted
United States citizenship upon taking of the oath.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Ms. Peters, thank you. And your
motion is granted. And thank you for your kind remarks this
morning. And welcome back.

MS. PETERS: Thank you.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: It's true a moment ago one of
you -- there were 20 in total, but Mr. Nguyen Van Tran and his
significant other had to catch a flight to Denver, so we swore
them in early. But there are 19 of you remaining from 11
different countries, and so we are just tickled to be with you
and get the honor and opportunity here to swear you in here to
become new citizens.

It is that time, time to administer the oath of
allegiance. And on the back of your programs, for those
observing, you can see this lengthy oath of allegiance that's
been given for some 250-plus years. But I would invite my
colleagues to join me and each of the new citizens-to-be to
please stand and raise your right hands.

And, please, repeat after me: I hereby declare on
oath that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince or potentate,

state or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a
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subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the
Constitution and Taws of the United States of America against
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of
the United States when required by the law; that I will perform
noncombatant service in the armed forces of the United States
when required by the law; that I will perform work of national
importance under civil direction when required by the law; and
that I take this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion, so help me God.

Congratulations. You are now American citizens.

(Applause.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Well, I'd invite everyone else to
please rise and let's state the Pledge of Allegiance together
with our new Americans.

(P1edge of Allegiance.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Very well. Please be seated.

It is a special honor to have a message to you today
from the President of the United States, Donald Trump.

(Presidential video played.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you, President Trump.

Well, in just a moment my colleagues and I are going
to step down and we are going to hand you your certificates of
naturalization. We also will be followed by -- I think we have

a representative from Congresswoman Hageman's office, and she
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will hand you a letter from Congresswoman Hageman. Soon, I
think in the mail, you will hear from Senator Barrasso, and so
those will be delivered to you via mail. And I think on your
chair Senator Lummis had already provided you with some
correspondence. But they all wish you congratulations and
welcome you to Wyoming and to the United States of America as
new citizens.

So that will follow our presentation of the
certificates.

We also have a number of folks here this morning from
the League of Women Voters. They have some letters and maybe
some other stuff, patriotic items, to present to you, and we
will invite them following the presentation of the certificate
of naturalization.

So we will do all of that now. Hopefully you brought
bags to put all of this stuff in because you're about to get
some really interesting and neat things.

At this time, if I could have my colleagues join me,
we will present you with your certificates.

(Presentation of certificates.)

MS. PETERS: Rosa Molina Harrell, a native and former
inhabitant of the Philippines; Helen Elizabeth Stephens, a
native and former inhabitant of Canada; Robert Grunfeld, a
native and former inhabitant of Canada; Peter William Walker,

native and former inhabitant of the United Kingdom; Jamie Ciel

a
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Orquina, a native and former inhabitant of the Philippines;
Eduardo Torres Mendez, a native and former inhabitant of
Mexico; Anatoliy Zayarko, a native and former inhabitant of
Kyrgyzstan; Cesar Ricardo Pena Hermosillo, native and former
inhabitant of Morocco; Araceli Garcia Bencomo, native and
former inhabitant of Mexico; Maria Anneliese Corlis, native and
former inhabitant of Germany; Mark Steven Gurney, native and
former inhabitant of the United Kingdom; Tam Van Nguyen, native
and former inhabitant of Vietnam; Maria Wolfe Chavez, native
and former inhabitant of Mexico; Omer Jan Sabri, native and
former inhabitant of Pakistan; Yebo Deng, native and former
inhabitant of China; Ginka Susanne Kubelka, native and former
inhabitant of Germany; Carola Cowan, native and former
inhabitant of Germany; Issah Mohammed, native and former
inhabitant of Ghana.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Well, thank you once again to our
congressional delegation. They're always here in full support
of these ceremonies. And also the League of Women Voters for
your wonderful contribution to these ceremonies for many, many
years.

Well, now is an opportunity. If you would Tlike, we
have a microphone, and if you would Tike to say anything about
the process or how proud you are now to be a full-fledged
American citizen, or if you just wish to thank family or

friends or neighbors. No pressure at all, but this is my
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favorite part of the ceremony, and I think all of us would
agree, to hear a 1ittle bit from each of you or some of you.

So I now open it up and give you the opportunity, if
you would 1like, to make any quick remarks about whatever is on
your mind.

We have the microphone. Abby has it in her hand. So
if you just let us know if you would 1ike to say a couple of
words, the mic is yours.

It usually takes one person to start, and then
everybody starts to kind of jump in.

Here we go. Thank you, Ma'am.

CITIZEN HARRELL: Today I am very proud to become a
U.S. citizen. And I just want to thank my husband -- he's
there -- and I know he was so proud for me to be a United
States citizen. Thank you.

THE COURT: Wonderful. Thank you.

(Applause.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Anyone else?

CITIZEN DALIL: I want to thank my family and husband
and this experience is very emotional, very proud to be, like,
American citizen. It is an honor for me to be American
citizen. Thank you.

(Applause.)
CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Well, it is an honor to have you.

CITIZEN CORLIS: Just a quick thank you to everyone
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here today. Yes, I am very proud to be a U.S. citizen. And
especially thank you to my wife, Tina.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Wonderful.

(Applause.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: It is hard to do it alone, so I'm
sure it takes everyone involved in your lives to get to this
point.

CITIZEN GRUNFELD: Thank you so much for everyone
here. I'm extremely proud today. This is a huge day for me.
I've wanted to become an American citizen ever since I was an
8-year-old boy 1iving in Germany and pretending to be a cowboy,
so thank you.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Well, you came to the right
state, the cowboy state.

(Applause.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Anyone else? Going once -- thank
you all for your remarks. That's just wonderful.

Well, I'm going to turn it over to my colleagues to
make any remarks of their own. We will start with Tenth
Circuit Court Judge Greg Phillips who is seated to my left.

And Judge Phillips is our lone representative on the Tenth
Circuit Court of Appeals here as a full-time active judge.
Judge Phillips.
JUDGE PHILLIPS: Thank you very much, Chief Judge

Rankin.
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As you can see, this is one of our favorite things we
get to do in our job, and you can see why, because it is a
joyous occasion marking your achievement in reaching this
designation, which, as the President notes, is a huge honor and
difference maker in your lives for you and for yours.

The country is stronger today with you as citizens
than it was yesterday without, and we're grateful that you have
taken this road and welcome you as citizens, fellow citizens.
Thank you very much. Hope I get to visit with you after the
ceremony.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you, Judge Phillips.

Well, let me turn it over to Judge Alan Johnson,
District Court Judge here in Cheyenne.

Judge Johnson.

JUDGE JOHNSON: It is an honor to be here as the final
step in the long journey, your 1long journey to becoming a
citizen of the United States, has been taken. Your oath to
accept the duties and sacrifices that citizenship in this
nation may require, to be present to celebrate with you and
with your families and friends is a special honor, indeed.

This day that you have become a United States citizen should be
remembered with pride as a significant day in your personal
history.

Congratulations and best wishes for achieving this

important goal.
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While we celebrate the achievement of America's newest
citizens today, we also recognized the sacrifices and service
of America's veterans this week as well. There are hundreds of
thousands of immigrant veterans who have worn our flag on their
sleeves and were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for
this nation.

Today there are nearly 50,000 immigrants actively
serving in the six military branches: Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marines, Coast Guard, and Space Command.

Between 1907 and 2018, 745,212 immigrants achieved
citizenship through military service. 22 percent of America's
highest recognition of valor, the Medal of Honor, has been
awarded to immigrants, and numerous Bronze Star and Silver Star
Medals have been awarded to our immigrants. Immigrants have
brought valuable language and cultural skills to the military,
filling critical roles.

This is the day the United States must celebrate as
well. By taking the oath and accepting the benefits and duties
of citizenship, you have strengthened this nation with your
presence, your energy, and all that you have brought from your
homeland to contribute to the work and culture of the United
States.

History confirms the benefit society receives from the
diverse population coming here to better themselves as well as

their families. Those benefits may be witnessed in the work,
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education, and services provided each day in this nation by its
citizens.

I can't help but wonder that if you, Tike me, may be
bewildered by the issues that affect our 1lives and
responsibilities as citizens. We are all bombarded with
information from many sources, often conflicting, often
questionable, sometimes seeking to take advantage of us and at
other times maybe helpful. How to sort through it all to
achieve an understanding and make decisions that we as citizens
should make as part of our civic duty is a challenge.

Famous people in history have expressed the belief
that the status of citizen in the United States of America is
very important to this nation. Perhaps Supreme Court Justice
Louis D. Brandeis was the first when he said: The most
important political office is that of the private citizen.

Later, another revered justice, Felix Frankfurter, who
was also an immigrant from Germany, once said: In democracy
the highest office is the office of citizen.

What do these remarks mean to each of us who are
living our 1lives each day and facing the challenges of putting
bread on the table, finding jobs and good places for our
families to thrive in our communities? What were Brandeis and
Frankfurter thinking when they made these statements about the
importance of being a citizen?

Every citizen knows that we're expected to obey the
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laws -- local, state and federal. We all pay taxes on our
income, and if we're fortunate to have property, we pay taxes
on that too. We are told that we should vote, but many fail to
exercise that important duty. And we might consider running
for a public office or participating in the 1ife of our
communities in other ways.

The 44th president, President Obama, 1in his farewell
speech expressed this concern: For too many of us, it has
become safer to retreat into our own bubbles, whether in our
neighborhoods or our college campuses or places of worship, or
especially our social media feeds, surrounded by people who
look 1like us and share the same political outlook and never
challenge our assumptions.

And increasingly, we become so secure in our bubbles
that we start accepting only information, whether it is true or
not true, that fits our opinions instead of basing our opinions
on the evidence that is out there.

The former President is concerned that if the citizen
does not actively reach out, educate oneself, seeking truths,
and speaking to others outside of one's group, our shared
democracy will fail and we will Tose the daily battle of ideas.

According to author Joel K. Goldstein, Brandeis
believed that 1living in civil society imposed obligations on
citizens that went well beyond the basic duties to obey the

law, pay taxes, and vote. He thought engagement to be an
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obligation of citizenship and knowledge an obligation and a
1ikely consequence of engagement.

Like Obama, Brandeis envisioned the duty of each
citizen to become engaged in their community as a means to
broaden knowledge and experiences leading to a better
appreciation of others and as a means for social growth.

It is the duty of the citizen, all of us, to use the
time that we are left alone by government to learn, to find
true facts, and to move out of our personal bubbles.

Remember, a President once said: For all our outward
differences, we, in fact, all share the same proud type, the
most important office in democracy is the citizen.

So, you see, that's what our democracy demands. It
needs you, not just when there's an election, not just when
your own narrow interest is at stake, but over the whole full
span of your lifetimes. If you're tired of arguing with
strangers on the Internet, try talking with one of them in real
1ife. If something needs fixing, then lace up your shoes and
do some organizing. If you're disappointed by your elected
officials, grab a clipboard and get some signatures and run for
office yourself. Show up, dive in, and stay at it.

There are 519,682 public offices in America and
countless nonprofit organizations that need your support. Just
consider the amazing opportunities that exist for service, for

engagement, for learning, as we perform our shared duties as
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citizens.

Thank you, fellow citizens, for the sacrifices and
commitment that has brought you to this country today. May
this happy celebration grow in your hearts as your
understanding of the power and importance of your citizenship
grows.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you, Judge Johnson.

Well, Tet me now turn to Chief Magistrate Judge Scott
Klosterman.

Judge.

JUDGE KLOSTERMAN: Thank you, Chief Judge Rankin.

And welcome and good morning to all of you and to your
families.

We are honored to be here today with you as fellow
citizens. We recognize the tremendous sacrifices that each of
you have made to become United States citizens, and we
congratulate you on this wonderful accomplishment.

For many of you, I know that you've faced significant
challenges to become United States citizens. For some of you,
you've had to learn an entirely new language. You've had to
learn about cultural differences here in the United States.
And we commend your courage and commitment to make these
sacrifices to become United States citizens.

The United States is a country that is facing its own

challenges, but with challenge comes great opportunities. And
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we all have the opportunity to teach and learn from one
another. I myself had the opportunity when I was in college to
study abroad, to learn a foreign language, to Tive with a host
family where I was able to learn about the culture of a
different country. And I hope that with each of you that you
will share with us and others your customs, your traditions,
your practices, and your ways of 1ife because they help enrich
all of us in different ways and also help enrich our
communities and this country. And through this process I
believe we all become a more representative country.

And in thinking about some of the words that I would
say to you this morning, I thought about the words from the
United States Constitution, and specifically the Preamble to
the Constitution and the words that say "We the people." And
when you think about those words, they could not be more
inclusive. "We the people" means every man, every woman, and
every child of every gender, nation, nationality. And so we
congratulate you as you become citizens of the United States.

But as citizens, I would ask only that you love and
cherish this country, that you honor and protect it, and that
you embrace all of the possibilities that you have been given
as well as the responsibilities that you now have.

So, once again, welcome and congratulations to all of
you. And I look forward to visiting with you after.

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you, Judge Klosterman.
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Well, once again, congratulations and welcome.

I share a story. Our courtroom deputy here -- I
affectionately call her the air traffic controller of the
courtroom -- was in your seat when she was 11 years old. She
was naturalized from her home country of South Korea, and she's
been a speaker for us a time or two. But you all will begin to
blend in with all other citizens and do your duty and become
important components of this great country. But Ms. Bowden, as
you can see, has done just that, and I expect the same from
each of you as you go forward.

It really is a special honor for each of us to welcome
each of you as fellow citizens. Today is a significant day,
not just for each of you, but, really, for this great country.

This country, now your country, was founded on the
customs and traditions of so many, and today each of you add to
that rich heritage and history. You're now a part of the great
American story.

While today is a day of celebration for you, your
loved ones, friends, colleagues, and neighbors, we cannot
appreciate the long journey many of you have taken to get you
to this day. In fact, one gentleman told me it took nine years
when we were standing in 1ine handing out the certificates.

For some it may have even been longer than that.
But for some of you, you left family and friends for

the sole purpose of making a better 1ife for yourselves and
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your family members. And no doubt that hasn't been easy. Each
of you has brought with you stories of courage and resilience.
Some of those stories we got to hear today.

You've sacrificed; you've worked; you've studied;
you've waited, and no one can take 1lightly your place as a full
and equal member of this nation. Together all of you bring to
us the diversity and the differences that make this country so
unique. We are a nation of immigrants. Our first president,
George Washington, said about welcoming people to America,
quote: America is open to receive not only the opulent and
respected stranger, but the oppressed and persecuted of all
nations and religions whom we shall welcome to a participation
of all our rights and privileges, close quote.

That's what we do, and that's what we've done
throughout the history of America.

So together you are not just becoming a citizen
through a formal legal process, you are helping to shape who we
are. You are helping to shape who we will be. Through your
voice, your actions, your talents, and your values, you will
help to sustain and mold this country and make it what it is
all about: freedom, democracy, equality, and perseverance.

As a new citizen, you do have, of course,
responsibilities, not just to your own family, but to your
fellow citizen. These responsibilities include your right to

vote, not carelessly, but informed; your right to speak, not
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hurtfully, but productively; and your right to contribute to
help your fellow neighbors.

Together with your new responsibilities, with all your
dreams, we can build on this great story of country and
freedom. So, as we welcome you, we say thank you: Thank you
for who you are, who you will become, and thank you for sharing
in this great American story.

With that, I'm pleased to once again introduce the
Centralaires accompanied by Dawn West to lead us in God Bless
America.

(God Bless America performed.)
(Applause.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN: Thank you once again to Central
High School for all of their contributions.

Again thank you to the Wyoming Congressional
Delegation and the League of Women Voters and everyone that
participates and contributes to this wonderful, special
ceremony.

Mostly thank you to the new citizens. We welcome you
once again, and we Took forward to meeting you and greeting you
when we recess.

I think that concludes the ceremony.

Anything else from my colleagues?

A1l right. If there's nothing further, we will stand

in recess.
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(Discussion held.)

CHIEF JUDGE RANKIN:
part of this ceremony: There
the Daughters of the American
in the hall -- or in the jury
please join us there as well.

(Proceedings concluded 10:

21

My apologies. The most important
are refreshments. Thank you to
Revolution. I believe it is out
assembly room across the hall, so
Thank you.

50 a.m., November 13, 2025.)
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