[bookmark: _Hlk231391682]JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTIONS
(Updated: June 2026)
	SWS Stock Inst

	Description
	Source/Authority

	
-STOCK INSTRUCTIONS USUALLY GIVEN PRIOR TO OPENING STATEMENTS-


	1.
	Opening Instruction 

	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:01 (7th ed) (mod)

	2.
	Summary of Parties’ Contentions
	


	3.
	Order of Trial Proceedings

	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:02 (7th ed) (mod)

	4.
	Burden of Proof and Preponderance of the Evidence
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:41 (7th ed) (mod)

	5.
	Categories of Evidence

	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:40 (7th ed) (mod)

	6.

	Direct vs. Circumstantial Evidence
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:42 (7th ed) (mod)

	7.
	Judging Witness Credibility
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:43 (7th ed) (mod)
-10thCir.Crim.P.J.I. § 1.08 (2025)
-W.D. Wash. Unconscious Bias Project: Credibility of Witnesses (model instruction)

	8.
	No External Research or Communications by Jurors 
	-1A Fed J Prac & Instr § 12:01 (7th ed) (mod)
-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 101:14 (7th ed) (mod)

	9.
	Court’s Questioning of Witnesses

	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr §§ 101:30, 102:72 (7th ed) (mod)

	10.
	Jurors Permitted to Take Written Notes
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr §§ 101:18 (7th ed) (mod)

	11.
	Jury is Judge of Facts; Court Provides Rules of Law
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr §§ 101:10, 103:01 (7th ed) (mod)

	
-STOCK INSTRUCTIONS USUALLY GIVEN PRIOR TO CLOSING ARGUMENTS-


	12.
	General Instruction After Close of Evidence
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 103:01 (7th ed) (mod)

	13.
	Expert Witness Opinions and Conclusions
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 104:40 (7th ed) (mod)

	14.
	Judging Deposition Testimony

	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 105:02 (7th ed) (mod)

	15.

	Number of Witnesses Not Dispositive
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 104:54 (7th ed) (mod)

	16.
	Damages Instruction Not Meant to Suggest Verdict
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 106:02 (7th ed) (mod)

	17.
	Unanimous Verdict Required; Duty to Deliberate
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 106:01 (7th ed) (mod)

	18.
	Selecting Presiding Juror; Using Verdict Form
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 106:04 (7th ed) (mod)

	19.
	Court’s Instructions Not Meant to Suggest Verdict
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 106:07 (7th ed) (mod)

	20.
	Communicate with Court Through Written Note During Deliberation
	-3 Fed J Prac & Instr § 106:08 (7th ed) (mod)




JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 1: Opening Instruction
Members of the Jury,
	We are about to begin the trial of the case you heard about during jury selection. Before the trial begins, I am going to give you instructions that will help you understand what will be presented to you and how you should conduct yourself during the trial.
The party who brings a lawsuit is called the plaintiff. In this case, the plaintiff is [identify plaintiff(s)]. The party being sued is called the defendant. Here, the defendant is [identify defendant(s)]. 
	[If any counterclaim parties or third-party parties, identify them and counsel here.]
By your verdict at the end of this trial, you will decide the disputed issues of fact. That is, you will determine what happened. I will decide all questions of law that arise during the trial. Before you begin your deliberations at the close of the case, I will instruct you in more detail on the law that you must follow and apply in deciding upon your verdict.
	Since you will be asked to decide the facts of this case, you should give careful attention to the testimony and evidence presented in court, bearing in mind that you will have to determine the credibility or “believability” of each witness and the weight to be given to his or her testimony. During the trial, though, you should keep an open mind and should not form or express any opinion about the case until you have heard all the testimony and evidence, my instructions to you on the law, and the lawyers’ closing arguments.
	While the trial is in progress, you must not discuss the case in any manner among yourselves or with anyone else, nor should you permit anyone to discuss it in your presence. The lawyers are not allowed to speak with you during this trial outside of the courtroom. If you see a lawyer during a recess or pass a lawyer in the hallway and they do not speak to you, they are not being rude or unfriendly; they are simply following my instruction.
	From time to time during the trial, I may make rulings on objections or motions made by the lawyers. It is a lawyer’s duty to object when the other side offers testimony or other evidence the lawyer believes is not admissible under the law. You should not be biased or partial against an attorney or their client because the attorney has made objections. If I sustain or uphold an objection to a question that goes unanswered by the witness, you should not draw any inferences or conclusions from the question itself or try to guess what the answer might have been. You should not infer or conclude from any rulings or other comment I may make that I have any opinions on the merits of the case favoring one side or the other.
	During the trial, it may be necessary for me to confer with the lawyers out of your hearing about questions of law or procedure. Sometimes, you may be excused from the courtroom during these discussions. I will try to limit these interruptions as much as possible, but you should remember the importance of the matter you are here to determine and should be patient even though the case may seem to go slowly. Conferences with counsel often save time in the long run.

[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101:01 (7th ed.) (modified)].




JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 2: Summary of Parties’ Contentions
	The parties have provided the following summary of their contentions. Please keep in mind the parties’ contentions are just that—they are not evidence but are simply brief summaries of what each party contends. What the evidence ultimately establishes will be for you to determine.
A.	The Plaintiff’s Contentions:
	[Set forth plaintiff’s contentions here.]


B.	The Defendant’s Contentions:
[Set forth defendant’s contentions here.]

JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 3: Order of Trial Proceedings
This trial will proceed in the following order:
First, counsel for the plaintiff may make an opening statement outlining the plaintiff’s case. Then, counsel for the defendant may also make an opening statement outlining [his/her/its/their] case immediately after the plaintiff’s opening statement, or the defendant may wait to make an opening statement until the conclusion of the plaintiff’s case. No party is required to make an opening statement. What is said in opening statements is not evidence but is simply an introduction to the evidence the parties intend to produce during the trial.
Next, the plaintiff will introduce evidence in support of [his/her/its/their] claims. After the plaintiff has presented all [his/her/its/their] evidence, the defendant may introduce [his/her/its/their] own evidence. The defendant, however, is not required to introduce any evidence or to call any witnesses. If the defendant introduces evidence, the plaintiff may then introduce rebuttal evidence.
Third, after all the evidence has been presented, I will instruct you on the law which you are to apply in reaching your verdict.
Fourth, the attorneys for the parties will present closing arguments to you concerning what they believe the evidence has shown. What is said in closing arguments, just as what is said in opening statements, is not evidence. Closing arguments are designed to present to you the contentions of the parties based on the evidence introduced during the trial. The plaintiff has the right to open and to close the final arguments.
Finally, you will deliberate in private to reach your verdict on the case.
	
[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101:02 (7th ed.) (modified)].

JUDGERANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 4: Burden of Proof and Preponderance of the Evidence
	In a civil case such as this, it is the plaintiff’s burden to prove his/her/its/their claim(s) by a preponderance of the evidence.
To prove something “by a preponderance of the evidence” means to prove that something is more likely so than not so. In other words, it means that you must be persuaded by the testimony and exhibits that the matter sought to be proved is more probably true than not true. This rule does not, of course, require proof to an absolute certainty, since proof to an absolute certainty is seldom possible in any case. It also does not require proof beyond a reasonable doubt, which is the standard that applies in a criminal case.
	In determining whether a matter has been proven by a preponderance of the evidence, you should base your decision on all the evidence, regardless of which party presented it.
	[Set forth here any other burdens, e.g., defendant’s burden to prove affirmative defense, defendant’s burden to prove counterclaim or third-party claim, etc.]
	

[bookmark: _Hlk219469331][Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101:41 (7th ed.) (modified).]





JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 5: Categories of Evidence
	The evidence in this trial will consist of the following: 
1. 	The sworn testimony of the witnesses regardless of who may call them to the stand; 
2. 	All exhibits received in evidence regardless of who may produce them; 
3. 	All facts or events that I take judicial notice of and instruct you to take as true for purposes of the case; and 
4.	All facts stipulated or agreed to by the parties.
	Questions, statements, and arguments of counsel are not evidence. 
	[Depositions may also be received in evidence. Depositions contain sworn testimony, with the lawyers for each party being entitled to ask the witness questions. Testimony produced in a deposition may be read to you in open court or played for you from a video recording. Deposition testimony may be accepted by you, subject to the same instructions that apply to witnesses testifying in open court.]
	Some evidence may be admitted for a limited purpose only. If I instruct you that an item of evidence has been admitted for a limited purpose, you must consider it only for that limited purpose and for no other purpose.
	If I sustain an objection to any evidence or if I order evidence to be stricken, that evidence must be entirely disregarded.
	You are to consider only the evidence in the case. But in your consideration of the evidence, you are not limited to the bald statements of the witnesses. In other words, you are not limited solely to what you see and hear as the witnesses testify. You may draw from the facts that you find have been proved such reasonable inferences or conclusions as you feel are justified in light of your life experience.
	At the end of the trial, you will have to make your decision based on what you recall of the testimony. You will not have a written transcript to consult. The court reporter is taking down what is said here in court only to assist any future appeals. I urge you to pay close attention to the testimony as it is given.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101:40 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 6: Direct vs. Circumstantial Evidence
There are two types of evidence that are generally presented during a trial: direct evidence and circumstantial evidence.  “Direct evidence” is the testimony of a person who asserts or claims to have actual knowledge of a fact such as an eyewitness.  “Indirect” or “circumstantial” evidence is proof of a chain of facts and circumstances indicating the existence or nonexistence of a fact. For example, if you looked outside and saw it was raining, that would be direct evidence from which you could conclude that it was raining. If someone walked into the courtroom wearing a raincoat covered with drops of water and carrying a wet umbrella, that would be circumstantial evidence from which you could conclude that it was raining.
	As a general rule, the law makes no distinction between the weight or value to be given to either direct or circumstantial evidence. Nor is a greater degree of certainty required of circumstantial evidence. You are simply required to find the facts in accordance with the preponderance of all the evidence in the case, both direct and circumstantial.



[bookmark: _Hlk219714879][Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101.42 (7th ed.) (modified)].




JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 7: Judging Witness Credibility
You are the sole judges of the credibility or “believability” of each witness and the weight to be given to each witness’s testimony. You may believe everything a witness says, or part of it, or none of it. When judging a witness’s credibility, you may take into account many factors, including:Devitt 12.01
(1)	the witness’s opportunity and ability to see or hear or know the things testified about;
(2)	the quality of the witness’s understanding and memory;
(3)	the witness’s manner and demeanor while testifying;
(4)	the witness’s interest in the outcome of the case, if any;
(5)	the witness’s bias or prejudice, if any;
(6)	whether other evidence supported or contradicted the witness’s testimony; and
(7)	the reasonableness of the witness’s testimony in light of all the evidence.
And you should keep in mind that innocent misrecollection—like failure of recollection—is not uncommon.
You should not be swayed by the appearance of a witness. When determining a witness’s credibility, you should take care to avoid any bias, conscious or unconscious, based on the witness’s race, gender, national origin, sexual orientation, or religious beliefs. You should consider all the facts and circumstances in the case and give the witness’s testimony the weight you believe it is entitled, in light of your life experience and knowledge of human affairs.
	In reaching a conclusion on particular point, or ultimately in reaching a verdict in this case, do not make any decisions simply because there were more witnesses on one side than on the other.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice and Instructions § 101:43 (7th ed.) (modified); 10thCir.Cr.P.J.I. 1.08 (2021);  Tenth Circuit Pattern Criminal Jury Instruction 1.08 (2025 update); Western District of Washington. Unconscious Bias Project: Credibility of Witnesses (model instruction) (https://www.wawd.uscourts.gov/jury/unconscious-bias)].

















JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 8: Juror Conduct
	Justice through trial by jury depends on the willingness of each individual juror to seek the truth from the same evidence presented to all the jurors here in the courtroom and to arrive at a verdict by applying the same rules of law given to each of you in these instructions from the Court. During the trial, you must not talk with any witness, or with a party, or with any of the lawyers. In addition, you must not talk about the case with anyone else. Until all the evidence and arguments have been presented and you begin to deliberate, you may not discuss this case with anyone, not even your fellow jurors. After you start to deliberate, you may discuss the case, the evidence, and the law only with your fellow jurors. You cannot discuss it with anyone else until after you have returned a verdict and the case has come to an end. I’ll now walk through some specific examples of what this means.
First, during the trial, you must not conduct any independent research about this case, or the matters, legal issues, individuals, or other entities involved in the case. Just as you must not search or review any traditional sources of information about this case (such as dictionaries, reference materials, or television news programs), you also must not search the internet or any other electronic resources for information about this case or the witnesses or parties involved in it. The bottom line for the important work you will be doing is that you must base your verdict only on the evidence presented in this courtroom and the instructions on the law that I will provide.
Second, you must not communicate about the case with anyone, including your family and friends, until deliberations, when you will discuss the case with only your fellow jurors. During deliberations, you must continue not to communicate about the case with anyone else. Most of us use smartphones, tablets, or computers in our daily lives to access the internet for information and to participate in social media platforms. To remain impartial jurors, however, you must not communicate with anyone about this case, whether in person, in writing, or through email, text messaging, or social media websites and apps (like Twitter or X, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, WhatsApp, TikTok, Snapchat, etc.).
Please note these restrictions are about all kinds of communications about this case, even those that are not directed at any particular person or group. Communications like blog posts or tweets can be shared to an ever-expanding circle of people and can have an unexpected impact on this trial. For example, a post you make to your social media account might be viewable by a witness who is not supposed to know what has happened in the courtroom before he or she testifies. For these reasons, you must inform me immediately if you learn about or share any information about the case outside of this courtroom, even if by accident, or if you discover that another juror has done so.
	Now that the trial has begun, you must not hear or read about it in the media or any other source outside of this courtroom. Your verdict must be made solely on the evidence, arguments, and instructions of law presented in court.


[Source/Authority: 1A Federal Jury Practice and Instructions § 12:01 (7th ed.) (modified);
3 Federal Jury Practice and Instructions § 101:14 (7th ed.) (modified)].



JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 9: Court’s Questioning of Witnesses
During the trial, I may occasionally ask a witness questions to bring out additional facts or to clarify prior testimony. Please do not assume that I hold any opinion about the matters related to my questions. Remember that you, as jurors, are the sole judges of the facts of this case and the credibility of the witnesses.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions §§ 101:30, 102:72 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 10: Juror Note Taking
Jurors will be permitted to take written notes during this trial. You are not required to take notes. If you do not take notes, you should not be influenced by another juror’s notes but should rely upon your own recollection of the evidence.
	Do not allow any notetaking to distract you from the proceedings. Notes taken by any juror are not evidence and must not override your independent recollection of the evidence. Notes are only an aid to recollection, and your memory should be your greatest asset when it comes time to decide this case.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 101:18 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 11: Jury is Judge of Facts; Court Provides Rules of Law 
	After all the evidence has been heard and the arguments and instructions are finished, the jury will deliberate in private to make your decision. You will determine the facts from all the testimony and other evidence that is presented. You are the sole and exclusive judges of the facts; that is, you are the judges of what happened.
	On the other hand, and with equal emphasis, I instruct you that you must accept the instructions of law that I give you whether you agree with them or not. It is your duty as jurors to follow and apply the rules of law that I provide to you.
	

[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions §§ 101:10, 103:01 (7th ed.) (modified)].

JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 12: Close of Evidence
MEMBERS OF THE JURY:
	Now that you have heard the evidence, it becomes my duty to give you the instructions of law applicable to this case.
	It is your duty to follow the legal instructions that I provide. You must apply the law to the facts as you find them from the evidence presented during trial. Do not single out one instruction alone as stating the law, but instead consider the instructions as a whole. And do not be concerned about the wisdom of any rule of law stated by me. You must follow and apply the law that I give you. 
The lawyers may refer to some of the governing rules of law in their closing arguments. If, however, there is any difference between the law as stated by counsel and these instructions, you must follow these instructions.
	Nothing I say in these instructions should be taken as an indication that I have any opinion about the facts of the case. It is your function, not mine, to determine the facts.
	You must perform your duties as jurors without bias or prejudice as to any party. The law does not permit you to be controlled by sympathy, prejudice, or public opinion. All parties expect that you will carefully and impartially consider all the evidence, follow the rules of law given to you, and reach a just verdict, regardless of the consequences.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 103:01 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 13: Expert Witnesses
	The rules of evidence ordinarily do not permit witnesses to testify to opinions or conclusions. An exception to this rule exists for “expert witnesses.” An expert witness is a person who by education and/or experience has become expert in some art, science, profession, or calling. An expert witness may state his or her opinion on matters in which they profess to be expert, and they may also state their reasons for the opinion.
	You should consider each expert opinion received in evidence and give it such weight as you think it deserves. If you should decide the opinion of an expert witness is not based upon sufficient education or experience, or if you should conclude that the reasons given in support of the opinion are not sound, or if you feel that it is outweighed by other evidence, you may disregard the opinion entirely.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 104:40 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 14: Deposition Testimony
During the trial, certain testimony has been presented by way of deposition. The deposition consisted of sworn, recorded answers to questions asked of the witness in advance of the trial by attorneys for the parties in the case. 
The sworn testimony of a witness who is not present to testify in person from the witness stand may be presented in writing or via video recording. Such testimony is to be judged as to credibility and weighed and otherwise considered by you, insofar as possible, in the same way as if the witness had been present to testify from the witness stand.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 105:02 (7th ed.) (modified)].



JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 15: Number of Witnesses Not Dispositive
	The weight of the evidence is not necessarily determined by the number of witnesses testifying to the existence or nonexistence of any fact. What is more important is how believable each witness was and how much weight you think their testimony deserves. You may find that the testimony of a small number of witnesses as to any fact is more credible than the testimony of a larger number of witnesses to the contrary. 
	The test is not which side brings the greater number of witnesses or takes the most time to present its evidence, but which witnesses and which evidence appeal to your minds as being most accurate and otherwise trustworthy.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 104:54 (7th ed.) (modified)].




JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 16: Damages Instruction Not Meant to Suggest Verdict
	The fact that I have instructed you about the proper measure of damages should not be considered as indicating my view as to which party is entitled to your verdict. Instructions as to the measure of damages are given for your guidance in the event you find for the plaintiff from a preponderance of the evidence in the case in accordance with the other instructions.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 106:02 (7th ed.) (modified)].

JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 17: Verdict Must be Unanimous
	The verdict must represent the considered judgment of each of you. In order to return a verdict, it is necessary that each juror agree. Your verdict must be unanimous.
	It is your duty, as jurors, to consult with one another and to deliberate with a view to reaching an agreement if you can do so without disregarding individual judgment. You must each decide the case for yourself, but only after impartially considering the evidence in the case with your fellow jurors. During your deliberations, do not hesitate to reexamine your own views and even change your opinion if you become convinced it is erroneous. But do not surrender your honest conviction as to the weight or effect of evidence solely because of the opinion of your fellow jurors or for the mere purpose of returning a verdict.
	Remember at all times that you are not partisans. You are judges—judges of the facts. Your sole interest is to seek the truth from the evidence in the case.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 106:01 (7th ed.) (modified)].



JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 18: Presiding Juror
	Upon retiring to the jury room for your confidential deliberations, you will select one of you to act as your presiding juror. The presiding juror will preside over your deliberations and will be your spokesperson here in court. 
A verdict form has been prepared for your convenience. [Verdict form reviewed here with jury.]
You will have this verdict form with you in the jury room. Once you have reached unanimous agreement, your presiding juror will please complete the form, date it, and sign it via juror number. 


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 106:04 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 19: No Instruction Meant to Suggest Verdict
	Nothing said in these instructions and nothing in the verdict form is meant to suggest or convey in any way or manner any suggestion or hint as to what verdict I think you should find. What the verdict will be is your sole and exclusive duty and responsibility.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 106:07 (7th ed.) (modified)].


JUDGE RANKIN’S STOCK CIVIL JURY INSTRUCTION 20: Written Communications During Deliberation
	If it becomes necessary during your deliberations to communicate with me, you may send a written note to me through the bailiff. The note should be signed, via juror number, by any juror. No member of the jury should ever attempt to communicate with me by any means other than a signed writing. I will never communicate with any member of the jury on any subject touching the merits of the case other than in writing or orally here in the courtroom.
	You will note from the oath about to be taken by the bailiffs that they, like all other persons, are forbidden from communicating with any member of the jury on any subject touching the merits of the case.
	Bear in mind also that you are never to reveal to any person—not even to me—how the jury stands, numerically or otherwise, on the questions before you, until after you have reached a unanimous verdict.


[Source/Authority: 3 Federal Jury Practice & Instructions § 106:08 (7th ed.) (modified)].

