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(Proceedings commenced at 3:40 p.m., May 12, 2025.)

THE COURT: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and
welcome to the Ewing T. Kerr Federal Courthouse. The Court
will suspend all rules on cameras and recording devices for
this special proceeding.

It is a tradition at the beginning of these
naturalization ceremonies to recognize those citizens and
families of those citizens who have paid the ultimate price in
defending what so many in this world seek: the freedom and
benefits of being and becoming a United States citizen.

As of this morning, 7,091 American men and women have
been killed in action while involved in military operations in
the Middle East. In addition, 53,556 United States military
personnel have been wounded in action during these military
operations.

Let us take a moment of silence and recognize these
American heroes and their families whose sacrifice cannot be
measured and 1oss never recovered.

(Moment of silence.)

THE COURT: The United States District Court for the
District of Wyoming is in special session for the
naturalization of foreign nationals to be United States
citizens. It is with great honor and pride and privilege that
I am able to conduct today's ceremony naturalizing 20 new U.S.

citizens from 12 different countries around the world.
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The Federal District Court of Wyoming, including
Judges Johnson, Freudenthal, Rankin, Klosterman, and Hambrick,
extend their congratulations to you and your family and
friends.

At this time, if I could ask that Ms. Parker with the
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service make a roll call
of prospective applicants for U.S. citizenship. And if you
could please raise your hand as your name 1is called.

MS. PARKER: Thank you, Your Honor.

It is my honor to introduce the following citizens to
be naturalized here today: Ahmed Rathy Abdelaty Ahmed,
Reinalda Ayungua Bernabe, Nina Rueter, Nguyen Phuong Nam To,
Rene Andrea Meyer, Dion Octavio Diaz Marquez, Sylvia Sylvia
Guadalupe Delgado, Ma Angelica Hernandez Herrera, Beverly May
Zaragoza, Margaret Alexander, Lorena Espino, Zaifal Khan,
Mirella Jesica Zubia Gomez, Jacqualene Michele Zielsdorf,
Philip David Jackson, Matthew Robert Hooge, Nancy Lee Hooge,
Brian Patrick Hooge, Gineta Averill, and Martha Nicodemos
Fleury.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Parker, and I am glad that
you said those names and not I.

Let me at this time note one of the most fundamental
things we do as citizens is pledge our allegiance to the flag

of the United States of America. And I would ask Abigail
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Zielsdorf, if you could lead us in that Pledge of Allegiance,
and the posting of the flags by the Natrona County High School
members.
If you could please stand.
(Reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.)
THE COURT: And if you could please remain standing,
we'll play "The Star-Spangled Banner."
(PTlaying "The Star-Spangled Banner.")
THE COURT: Thank you to Lieutenant Colonel Johnson
and the Natrona County High School ROTC.
Thank you. Please be seated.
At this time I would ask that the President's video
be played.
(PTaying message from the President of the United States.)
THE COURT: Thank you.
At this time I would recognize the United States
Attorney for the District of Wyoming, Ms. Stephanie Sprecher,
for presentation of a petition.
MS. SPRECHER: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please
the Court.
THE COURT: Counsel.
MS. SPRECHER: Your Honor, it's my privilege to
recognize these individuals who appear in person today for a
hearing on their respective petitions for naturalization as

United States citizens.
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Each of these individuals has been interviewed and
examined under oath by a designated examiner of the United
States Citizenship and Immigration Services who has, in turn,
completed the character and background investigation.

Citizens and Immigration Services indicates that each
of these individuals has met all requirements for
naturalization and is well qualified as a desirable candidate
for United States citizenship.

As a fellow citizen of the United States, I want to
welcome and congratulate the petitioners on this very special
occasion. Therefore, on the recommendation of the immigration
officer, it is my distinct honor to move that these
individuals who have petitioned be granted United States
citizenship upon taking the oath.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Sprecher.

On the petition and motion of the United States of
America, the Court finds that each of these applicants
identified and previously announced on the record have
satisfied the legal requirements to become citizens of the
United States of America and, therefore, will grant the
petition and enter an order allowing these petitioners to
become citizens of the United States subject to the taking of
their oath.

And if I could have our soon-to-be United States

citizens stand. And if you wish, in the audience, to relocate
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to get a better picture, you may certainly do so, but I'll

administer the oath at this time.

If you could raise your right hand.

I, state your name --

PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
entirely --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE

fidelity --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE

potentate --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE

THE COURT:

CITIZENS: I, (stating names) --

-- hereby declare, on oath --

CITIZENS: -- hereby declare, on oath --
-- that I absolutely and entirely --

CITIZENS: -- that I absolutely and

-- renounce and abjure --
CITIZENS: -- renounce and abjure --
-- all allegiance and fidelity --

CITIZENS: -- all allegiance and

-- to any foreign prince, potentate --

CITIZENS: -- to any foreign prince,

-- state, or sovereignty --

CITIZENS: -- state, or sovereignty --
-- of whom or which --

CITIZENS: -- of whom or which --

-- I have heretofore been --

CITIZENS: -- I have heretofore been --

-- a subject or citizen.

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR

(307) 232-2626




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
defend --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
laws --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
America --
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
States --
THE COURT:

PROSPECTIVE

CITIZENS: -- a subject or citizen.

That I will support and defend --

CITIZENS: That I will support and

-- the Constitution and Taws --
CITIZENS: -- the Constitution and

-- of the United States of America --
CITIZENS: -- of the United States of
-- against all enemies --

CITIZENS: -- against all enemies --
-- foreign and domestic.

CITIZENS: -- foreign and domestic.
That I will bear true faith --

CITIZENS: That I will bear true faith
-- and allegiance to the same.

CITIZENS:
That I will bear arms --
CITIZENS: That I will bear arms --
-- on behalf of the United States --
CITIZENS: -- on behalf of the United

-- when required by Tlaw.

CITIZENS: -- when required by Taw.

-- and allegiance to the same.
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THE COURT: I take this obligation freely --

PROSPECTIVE CITIZENS: I take this obligation
freely --

THE COURT: -- without any mental reservation --

PROSPECTIVE CITIZENS: -- without any mental
reservation --

THE COURT: -- or purpose of evasion.

PROSPECTIVE CITIZENS: -- or purpose of evasion.

THE COURT: So help me God.

PROSPECTIVE CITIZENS: So help me God.

THE COURT: Congratulations, our newest citizens.

(Applause.)

THE COURT: Please be seated.

At this time I'11 present the Clerk -- or the
certifications with the Clerk of Court.

(Presentation of certificates.)

THE COURT: At this time I would recognize the
various patriotic organizations that we have the privilege of
having with us today. First, I would recognize the Daughters
of the American Revolution: Ms. Trumbell, Ms. Rowe, and
Ms. England.

MS. ROWE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. ROWE: Congratulations, my fellow Americans. My

name is Kristen Rowe, and I'm here on behalf of the Fort
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Casper Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. We're a
women's service organization focusing on historic
preservation, education, and patriotism.

THE COURT: Ms. Rowe, could I have you slow down just
a little bit.

MS. ROWE: Yes. Sorry. I'm just a go-getter.

I consider myself very Tucky to have been born in the
United States. My ancestors fought for that right for me. I
have been given freedoms and opportunities that others can
only dream of. This is something in which I take great pride.

Each of you have had a unique journey arriving at
this celebration, none of which were easy, I'm sure of it.
Whether you came by boat, plane, bus, or foot, you made the
necessary steps to join us all as citizens today.

You have surpassed many difficult adjustments that
come with moving to a new country and fought hard to become
American just 1ike me and my DAR sisters.

I commend you on your hard work, dedication to
achieve this status. I would Tike to welcome you on behalf of
the Fort Casper Chapter as our newest countrymen. We ask only
that you love America, cherish her, honor her, protect her,
and embrace all of the possibilities you are now given.

May God bless each of you on your new journey.

Thank you.

(Applause.)
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THE COURT: Thank you.

And I would recognize at this time Misters Welch and
Blackford on behalf of the American Legion and the United
Veterans Council of Natrona County and others.

MR. BLACKFORD: Thank you, Your Honor.

Good afternoon, welcome, and congratulations. The
two of us are members of the Natrona County United Veterans
Council. The Council is made up of various service
organizations from Natrona County. Normally, there's more of
us here, but there's some of them that couldn't make it today.

So the two of us are representing -- myself, the VFW.
My name 1is Ernie Blackford. The VFW are the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. It was established in 1898 after the Spanish-
American War; and our main purpose was to support the
veterans, their families, and their communities.

MR. WELCH: My name is Dean Welch. I'm the post
adjutant for the American Legion Post 2 here in Casper. The
American Legion was established in 1919 right after World
War I when they came back and veterans no longer had jobs,
couldn't pay their bills, couldn't feed their families. So
they established the American Legion to help support them.
They started with the Soldiers' and Sailors' Act, which
guaranteed servicemen their job once they got back from
service. So they could serve their country and not -- come

back and not have a job waiting for them.
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So we've been a chapter in Casper since 1919. So
we've been around for 106 years taking care of veterans no
matter whether they served overseas or where they served at
all.

And between the two of us, we have some 1little gifts
to give to you. And all that we ask of you guys as new
citizens is the same thing we ask of all citizens: Make the
veterans proud that they served you.

Okay. We got some -- what the Judge aptly calls some
swag bags.

THE COURT: Thank you, gentlemen.

(Distribution of materials from the United Veterans
Council of Natrona County.)

MR. WELCH: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, and thank you and your
brethren and sistren that have sacrificed so greatly so that
we can enjoy the benefits that we have today as citizens.

Let me turn to another group that is connected to and
served this country for many years, the Wyoming State Society
of the U.S. Daughters of 1812.

MS. HAINES: Good afternoon, sir.

THE COURT: Good afternoon.

MS. HAINES: Hi. On behalf of the Wyoming members of
the United States Daughters of the War of 1812, I am

completely and honestly delighted to participate in your

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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ceremony of naturalization today.

The War of 1812 was a continuation of sorts of the
Revolutionary War to guarantee that the conditions agreed upon
at the end of the Revolutionary War were honored.

Many Revolutionary War patriots also fought in the
War of 1812, as did their sons and even some daughters.

Similar to the Daughters of the American Revolution,
who just spoke to you, our members are descendants of these
patriots of the War of 1812 who continued to fight to preserve
the freedoms of the United States.

It is my sincerest honor to say to you today welcome
as a citizen of our beautiful United States of America.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

THE COURT: I also believe that we have members of
the Natrona County 4H, Jessica Bennett and Judy Bennett.

MS. BENNETT: Thank you, Your Honor.

We are here from Natrona County 4H. Jessie is
handing out a 1ittle key chain made of jade. Jade is known as
the green gold of Wyoming. It's our gemstone. And from
ancient times, jade has been very valuable and sought after.
Many attribute qualities of luck, prosperity, healing,
balance, peace, harmony, and many other wonderful qualities to
this stone.

It is our hope that this will happen with your

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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American journey and that you can take this Tlittle stone with
you wherever you go and remember where it all began.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Let me ask, do we have a
representative from the Small Business Administration today?

Okay. I don't want to skip anyone.

How about the Casper League of Women Voters?

A1l right. Then I believe I am to the
representatives for U.S. Senator Barrasso and Congresswoman
Hageman. You have already received a handout from Senator
Lummis, and I believe you should have that.

But if I could see, from Senator Barrasso's office,
Mr. McLemore and Ms. Rosalee Swiger, and on behalf of
Congresswoman Hageman, Ms. Hedges and Ms. Pehringer.

And, Tadies and gentlemen, our newest U.S. citizens,
when you are exercising, as you must, your right to be
citizens and to vote, these are the people that you contact
when you don't Tike things going the way they're going. Their
phone number is in there. Please feel free to call them and
let them know your views and voice.

(Presentation of Tletters by the Wyoming Congressional
Delegation.)
THE COURT: And they don't mind you calling and

letting them know that you 1ike what they're doing, too.

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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Thank you.

So one of the things that we enjoy most about these
ceremonies is the opportunity to see somebody excited for a
court proceeding and not go away in cuffs. So what I would
invite for each of our new U.S. citizens, if you want to
introduce yourself and anyone you have here today that's with
you, and tell us one thing about today that makes it great.

MR. AHMED: So my name is Ahmed. I'm an assistant
professor at the University of Wyoming. I have my family
here, my two kids, Lilia and Zane over there, and today is
just a very exciting day for me.

THE COURT: What subject do you teach?

MR. AHMED: Construction management.

THE COURT: Oh, cool. Awesome. Well, welcome and
congratulations.

(Applause.)

MS. BERNABE: Thank you so much, everybody. My
family, they came with me right here.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(AppTlause.)

MS. REUTER: My name is Nina. I'm very excited to be
here and to finally -- or finally this day to have come. It's
been a long time coming.

THE COURT: How many years?

MS. REUTER: 1I've been in the States for 15, New York

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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City and now Wyoming. I got to live my American dream. And
I'm here with my husband.
THE COURT: Congratulations.
(Applause.)

MR. TO: My name is Nam. So, yeah, it's a very
exciting day for my wife and I. We've been Tooking for it for
many years. And, yeah, thank you so much for this beautiful
ceremony.

(Applause.)

MS. MEYER: Hello. Rene Meyer from Canada. 1I've
been in this country for 35 years. What took me so long?
Well, the fee of the citizenship kept going up, and I'm Tlike,
I'm okay with just a green card. But I finally decided that
it is time. And I have relatives who also are Canadian
originally, and they're American. They're very proud that I'm
taking this step, and I'm very proud, too.

So thank you for the ceremony.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(Applause.)

MR. DAYS: Hello, everybody. I'm officially Dion
Days now. I'm here with some buddies: my brother, Emanuel;
my buddy Kelly; and then John over there.

I've been in the U.S. for about 27 years, and I'm
just glad to become an American while Trump is president.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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(Applause.)

MS. DELGADO: Hi, I'm Sylvia Delgado. I'm happy to
finish this process after 34 years, you know. I'm done with
this. Today my daughter and my son are with me and one of my
coworkers, and I'm happy to finish this.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(Applause.)

MS. HERRERA: Hello, everybody. My name is Angelica,
and I'm happy to be part of the United States. My family is
here with me. So thank you so much for the beautiful
ceremony.

THE COURT: You're welcome. Congratulations.

(Applause.)

MS. ALEXANDER: Hello, my name is Margaret, and I
come from Hong Kong, and I've been 1living in the U.S. for 11
years. And I have my family here with me, and I'm very
excited to have my new chapter of Tife here. Thank you.
Thank you for the ceremony.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(AppTlause.)

MS. ZARAGOZA: Good afternoon, everybody. My name is
Beverly. I am from Jamaica. Live here for 22 years. 1
finally did it, and I'm happy. I always said green card is
okay. Green card is okay. But I finally did it. I did it.

(Applause.)

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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MS. ESPINO: Hi, everybody. Lorena Espino. I'm here
with my fiancé. I became a citizen after 30 years and super
excited.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(Applause.)

MR. KHAN (for Ms. Khan): Hi, guys. I'm Zaifan Khan.
I'm going to be speaking for my aunt over here. She doesn't
know how to speak English. She's been here for 24 years.

Came from Pakistan in 2001. And she's glad to be a citizen in
the United States now. So everybody applaud for her.
(Applause.)

THE COURT: Congratulations. Thank you.

MS. GOMEZ: Let me start by saying I'm very shy. My
name is Mirella, and I'm from Peru. My husband is over there
with my two kids, two beautiful babies. And I want to say I'm
really happy today to be here, and thank you for the ceremony.
Thank you so much.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

(Applause.)

MS. ZIELSDORF: My name 1is Jackie Zielsdorf, and I
was born in New Zealand. I moved to Germany to teach English
when I was 23 -- 22, 23, and I met my husband, Chris -- he's
in the audience over there -- while he was serving in the U.S.
Army in Germany. And we got married in 2003. And six months

later, he was deployed to Iraq for 14 months. That was a time
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that taught me a great deal about strength, sacrifice, and
what it means to serve.

And in 2006, we moved to Washington state where I
became a registered nurse at Kaiser Permanente. 1In 2012 we
welcomed our daughter into the world, Abigail, one of the
greatest joys of my Tlife. And after 15 wonderful years in
Washington, we moved to Sheridan, Wyoming, in 2021, and we've
continued to build our 1ife there together.

Today is a very special day for me. Becoming a U.S.
citizen is not just about changing a legal status; it's about
choosing a country, its values, and its people. And I'm
deeply honored and grateful to stand here with all of you, and
I'm proud to officially call the United States my home.

(Applause.)

THE COURT: Congratulations.

MR. JACKSON: I'm Phil Jackson from Australia. 1I've
been here 24 years to the month with my wife, Jillian, and my
youngest son, Zane. My oldest son enlisted in the Marines
three years ago, and I felt compelled that I had to commit to
this country 1ike he did, and I'm exceedingly glad I did.
Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS. HOOGE: I knew that was going to happen. My name

is Nancy, and I'm representing my son, Matthew, and my

husband, Brian. We're from Canada. They're both introverts,
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and I will speak for them.

We've been in the United States since 2004. I signed
a three-year contract to come and teach nurses at Sheridan
Memorial Hospital, and three years turned into 21. And we,
too -- I was thinking we were going to be the longest, but
some people have been under green cards longer than us.

So we finally made the opportunity. Matt came when
he was 2 years old, so he's really just grown up here. And we
are thrilled to be here. So thank you so much.

THE COURT: Thrilled to have you.

(Applause.)

MS. AVERILL: Hi. My name is Jill Averill. I live
in Sheridan, Wyoming. I'm here 1in America since 2016. And I
want to thank you, all of you, for the warm welcome. And of
course, to my husband. Unfortunately, he was not able to be
here with us. Sorry. And that's why I ask this kind Tady to
make this video and to show him. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS. FLEURY: Martha. I'm from Brazil. Sorry. I
speaking little English. I understand little. But thank you,
my family. Thank you for the ceremony.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

(Applause.)
THE COURT: And thank you all.

At this time I would recognize Ms. Sprecher for

Megan E. Strawn, RPR, CRR (307) 232-2626
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remarks on behalf of the Attorney General of the United
States.

MS. SPRECHER: Thank you, Your Honor.

There are few more meaningful occasions than this
when one fulfills their dreams and goals to become a United
States citizen, and it's my great pleasure to be a part of
this, as I said before.

We at the U.S. Attorney's Office don't often get to
participate in happy celebrations. As the Judge was saying,
we're mostly focused on meting out justice, which sometimes
means putting people in jail. And this is not that, and I
just feel so glad to be a part of it.

And it reminds us, the celebration, that to be an
American doesn't mean to be born an American. What it means
is that a person who is an American is a person who loves the
country and everything it stands for. And you have dedicated
yourself to showing that. And you probably, in all of your
years here, have been heading towards that path and wondering
what to do. And I want to welcome you and thank you for being
brave. Because, indeed, you are brave to have followed this
path and to have decided to finally take the leap and become a
United States citizen.

And your path, we don't know what it is. Everybody's
is diverse. I'm sure that you found adversity and challenges

along the way. But you persevered, and you did it, and I want
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to congratulate you for that.

I don't have any swag to put in your bag, but what I
want you to take with you is this: You're going to encounter,
and probably already have encountered, negativity about who
you are or where you're from or what you stand for or what you
believe in. But I want you to know that when you encounter
those people, they only represent a fraction of your fellow
Americans. Most of us, we are glad that you are here. We are
proud to celebrate your accomplishment, and we are grateful
that you have chosen us to become a member of.

And as we navigate this journey together, figuring
out what it means to be a United States citizen, we embrace
you, and we support you. And I want you to take that with you
always. Know that we welcome you.

Congratulations, and best wishes on your journey.

(Applause.)

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Sprecher.

Well, congratulations to you, your family and
friends, and everyone else out there who couldn't be here
today. It sounds 1like we probably ought to have a carpool to
Sheridan from the location of some people.

But you come from all over and all different walks of
1ife. New York to Wyoming. Talk about a contrast. The
importance and significance of this event to you, your

families and friends, cannot be overstated.
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Unlike many, including myself, you weren't gifted by
mere birth U.S. citizenship. You had to work hard to get
here. 34 years, I think, set the top of that. 34 years. 1
cannot imagine 34 years of having to carry a green card and
wondering if things are going to change all of a sudden,
because Lord knows that's the way things are.

But your commitment -- and then seeing the commitment
that someone else has made, inspiring your commitment to
commit to this country for their service to this country, for
which we thank.

You've had to work hard to get here and have done it
the hard but the right way. Your hard work and dedication to
you and your families and this country does not go unnoticed
or unappreciated.

There is no perfect country or government, and the
United States of America is no different. The exception is
that our country was forged by immigrants who had experienced
tyranny, persecution, feudalism, and oppression by their
governments and were willing to sacrifice, and many did
sacrifice, the ultimate for the betterment of all mankind and
womankind. That is the creation of America.

These men and women formed a government unlike any
other: one designed to serve the people, not one where the
people serve the government. It's about choosing a country.

That is why it is so critical that, as citizens, you and all
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of us participate and contribute in our government, because
we, the people, give the Government its power. To improve or
change, we must all participate. Lest we stand silent and
fail to exercise our rights and support our constitution and
recognize it is we, the people, who must exercise, support,
and defend our rights, we run the risk of extinction just Tike
any other government.

Our constitution 1is simply a piece of paper. Without
people participating, believing in, and defending it, it is
rendered valueless.

Our constitution was crafted not based upon a
universal ideology. To the contrary, it was crafted out of
compromise and appreciation that no singular idea or system
was superior but, rather, an amalgamation of views and systems
that have come together to provide a structure that has
endured a civil war and two world wars and terrorist attacks.

To our newest citizens, I encourage you, with your
enthusiasm, skills, and talents, to make us a more diverse and
talented country. Enrich our democracy. Vote. Exercise your
rights, freedoms, but appreciate and respect the divergent
views and beliefs that make this country what it is.

We must all appreciate how and why we enjoy the
freedoms we do. It is not because we all think and believe
the same but, rather, because we respect each other's

diversity and freedom to have differing beliefs.
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You are now part of this richly woven fabric of the
United States of America. May we never forget the rights and
freedoms we enjoy exist only because of those who forged this
country and valued it more than they did their own self-
interests.

May we always honor our commitment to each other
above self, and may God continue to bless the incredible
United States of America.

Congratulations to our newest U.S. citizens. We
shall stand in recess.

(Applause.)

(Proceedings concluded at 4:27 p.m., May 12, 2025.)

* * * * *
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