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(The proceedings commence at 3:38 p.m.)

THE CLERK: All rise.

(Court enters.)

THE CLERK: Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye. The
United States District Court for the District of Wyoming is now
in session, the Honorable Scott W. Skavdahl, Judge, presiding.
God save the United States and this Honorable Court.

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated.

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to
the Ewing T. Kerr Federal Courthouse for this naturalization
ceremony. The Court will suspend the local rules on cameras
and recording devices. I would, however, ask that you check
your cell phone and make sure it's turned to "silent."

It has been a tradition in these naturalization
ceremonies to recognize those citizens and families of those
citizens who have paid the ultimate price in defending what so
many in this world seek: The freedom and benefits of being a
United States citizen. As of today's date, 6,756 American men
and women have been killed in action while involved in military
operations in Afghanistan and Iragq. In addition, 51,480
United States citizens have been wounded in action in these
military operations.

Let us take a moment of silence and recognize these
American heroes and their families whose sacrifice cannot be

measured and whose loss will never be recovered.
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(Silent tribute.)

THE COURT: Thank you.

The United States District Court for the District of
Wyoming is in special session for the naturalization of foreign
nationals to be United States citizens. It 1is with great
honor, pride and privilege that I am able to conduct this
ceremony today, inducting 22 new United States citizens. The
federal district court for the District of Wyoming, including
Chief Judge Freudenthal and Judge Johnson, extend their
congratulations to you, your families and friends.

I would ask the deputy clerk of court to make a roll
call of prospective applicants for U.S. citizenship; and if you
could please rise when your name is called.

THE CLERK: Please also respond "here" when your name
is called.

Francisco Jaime Reyes.

PETITIONER FRANCISCO JAIME REYES: Here.

THE CLERK: Wilma Ramirez Dabrowski.

(Petitioner Wilma Ramirez Dabrowski stands.)

THE COURT: And you can go ahead have a seat
afterwards. Thank vyou.

THE CLERK: Ferenc Harmati.

(Petitioner Ferenc Harmati stands.)

THE CLERK: Soon Hwa Moody.

(Petitioner Soon Hwa Moody stands.)
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THE CLERK: Krunal Sureshbhai Patel.

PETITIONER KRUNAL SURESHBHAI PATEL: That's me.

THE CLERK: Mabel Biama Asare.

PETITIONER MABEL BIAMA ASARE: Here.

THE COURT: Michael John Cheadle.

PETITIONER MICHAEL JOHN CHEADLE: Here.

THE CLERK: Chen Pang Hu.

PETITIONER CHEN PANG HU: Here.

THE CLERK: Cesario Augusto Celestino Soto.

PETITIONER CESARIO AUGUSTO CELESTINO SOTO: Here.

THE CLERK: Genevieve Labasan Russell.
(Petitioner Genevieve Labasan Russell stands.)

THE CLERK: Hipolito Chico Talamantes.
(Petitioner Hipolito Chico Talamantes stands.)

THE CLERK: Victor Wudzie Zaato.

PETITIONER VICTOR WUDZIE ZAATO: Here.

THE CLERK: Ramona Martinez De Banuelos.

PETITIONER RAMONA MARTINEZ DE BANUELOS: Here.

THE CLERK: Brenda Susana Guzman.

PETITIONER BRENDA SUSANA GUZMAN: Here.

THE CLERK: Gaudy Ibeth Gonzalez Hernandez.

PETITIONER GAUDY IBETH GONZALEZ HERNANDEZ: Here.

THE CLERK: Jose Luis Villegas Baeza.

PETITIONER JOSE LUIS VILLEGAS BAEZA: Here.

THE CLERK: David Craig Foley.
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PETITIONER DAVID CRAIG FOLEY: Here.
THE CLERK: Karen Patricia Achenbach.
PETITIONER KAREN PATRICIA ACHENBACH: Here
THE CLERK: Trang Sa Thi Dinh.
(Petitioner Trang Sa Thi Dinh stands.)

THE CLERK: Petchara Phasook.
(Petitioner Petchara Phasook stands.)

THE CLERK: Guang Bao Huang.
(Petitioner Guan Bao Huang stands.)

THE CLERK: Sumathachai Nakhapreecha.
(Petitioner Sumathachai Nakhapreecha stands.)

THE COURT: Thank you.

At this time I would ask, Colonel Schmotzer, if we
could post the color guards from Natrona County High School.

If you would please rise.

(Presentation of colors by NCHS JROTC Color Guard.)

THE COURT: At this time, fellow citizens, it is our
obligation to show our allegiance to this country and do so by
stating the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Pledge of Allegiance recited.)

THE COURT: If you could please stand for the playing

of The Star Spangled Banner .
(The Star Spangled Banner played.)
THE COURT: Thank you. I would ask at this time,

Colonel Schmotzer, if you could please retire the colors.
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And I would thank Cadets Spearman, Kitrell, Martin,

Holmes and Simoneaux for their help.
(Colors retired.)

THE COURT: Thank you. You may be seated.

At this time, I would recognize Mr. Shugart on behalf
of the Attorney General of the United States for a petition or
motion.

MR. SHUGART: Your Honor, the 22 petitioners appear to
be qualified; and so on behalf of the United States, I would
move to the Court for their naturalization.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr. Shugart.

Based upon the petition of the United States, the
Court finds that each of the applicants identified in that
petition has satisfied the legal requirements to become
citizens of the United States of America; and, therefore, I
grant the petition and will enter an order allowing these
petitioners to become citizens of the United States of America;
but to finish that, we need to take the oath, and if you could

please stand with me and raise your right hand and repeat after

me.
I hereby -- I, state my name --
THE PETITIONERS: I -- (names stated in unison) --
THE COURT: -- hereby declare on oath --
THE PETITIONERS: -- hereby declare on oath --

THE COURT: -- that I absolutely and entirely --
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THE PETITIONERS: -- that I absolutely and entirely --

THE COURT: -- renounce and abjure --

THE PETITIONERS: -- renounce and abjure --

THE COURT: -- all allegiance and fidelity --

THE PETITIONERS: -- all allegiance and fidelity --
THE COURT: -- to any foreign prince --

THE PETITIONERS: -- to any foreign prince --

THE COURT: -- potentate, state or sovereignty --
THE PETITIONERS: -- potentate or sovereignty --
THE COURT: -- of whom or which I have --

THE PETITIONERS: -- of whom or which I have --

THE COURT: -- heretofore been a subject or citizen;
THE PETITIONERS: -- heretofore been a subject or

citizen;

THE COURT: That I will support and defend --

THE PETITIONERS: That I will support and defend --

THE COURT: -- the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America --

THE PETITIONERS: -- the Constitution and laws of the
United States of America --

THE COURT: -- against all enemies, foreign and
domestic;

THE PETITIONERS: -- against all enemies, foreign and
domestic;

THE COURT: That I will bear true faith and allegiance




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to the same;

THE PETITIONERS: That I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same;

THE COURT: That I will bear arms on behalf of the
United States --

THE PETITIONERS: That I will bear arms on behalf of
the United States --

THE COURT: -- when required by law;

THE PETITIONERS: -- when required by law;

THE COURT: That I will perform non-combat service -

THE PETITIONERS: That I will perform non-combat
service --

THE COURT: -- in the Armed Forces of the
United States --

THE PETITIONERS: -- 1in the Armed Forces of the
United States --

THE COURT: -- when required by the law;

THE PETITIONERS: -- when required by the law.

THE COURT: I take this obligation freely --

THE PETITIONERS: I take this obligation freely --

THE COURT: -- without any mental reservation --

THE PETITIONERS: -- without any mental reservation

THE COURT: -- or purpose of evasion.

THE PETITIONERS: -- or purpose of evasion.

THE COURT: So help me God.
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THE PETITIONERS: So help me God.
THE COURT: Congratulations.
(Applause)
THE COURT: Welcome to our newest citizens of the
United States of America.
At this time, if the clerk would assist me in
presenting the certificates.
Family members, you may come forward -- if you wish,
you're welcome to come forward and get a better picture.
(Certificates presented and shaking of hands of the new
citizens by the Court and the clerk.)
THE COURT: At this time, I would ask the clerk of
court to play a message from the President of the
United States.
(President Obama addresses the new citizens via videotape.)
THE COURT: At this time, I would recognize Wyoming's
congressional delegation for presentation of a letter from
Senator Enzi, Senator Barrasso and Representative Lummis. I
would note on behalf of their office we have Ms. Thompson with
Senator Enzi's office; we have Mr. Gallegos on behalf of
Senator Barrasso's office; and we have Jacki King on behalf of
Congresswoman Lummis' office.
If you'd go ahead and present those.
MS. KING: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.
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(Letters presented to the new citizens by the congressional
delegation. Petitioners' letters out of order.)

MS. KING: This is taking too long.

THE COURT: That's all right.

REVEREND ROBINSON: 1It's good to get the right one,
isn't it.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. KING: I'm sorry, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That's all right. That happens.

MS. KING: I started at the wrong end.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we started last time
that we did this to hear -- we're here to celebrate your
swearing in as new U.S. citizens, and it always is interesting
the diversity from where everyone comes from; but I was wanting
to know -- to the extent you feel comfortable in doing so, I
would ask you to tell us a little bit about yourself, where you
come from and why you came. If you're not comfortable doing
so, that's fine.

MS. GAUDY IBETH GONZALEZ HERNANDEZ: Hi. My name 1is
Gaudy Ibeth Gonzalez Hernandez, and I was born in Guatemala
City, Central America; and now I am very excited and grateful
to this country that now is my county, and I can't express any
words that I -- that I have in my heart. So thank you very
much. Appreciate that.

THE COURT: Thank you.
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MS. BRENDA SUSANA GUZMAN: My name 1is Brenda Guzman.

I'm born from Mexico, Chihuahua. 1I'm happy to be a U.S.

citizen.

THE COURT: \Welcome.

MS. RAMONA MARTINEZ DE BANUELOS: My name is Ramona.
I come from Mexico and I'm happy today because I'm -- I'm

happy. I'm so happy because I'm -- I don't know. I'm happy.

THE COURT: Well, congratulations. You're a U.S.
citizen, too.

MR. VICTOR WUDZIE ZAATO: My name is Victor Zaato, an
I love the United State of America.

MR. HIPOLITO CHICO TALAMANTES: My name 1is Hipolito
Chico. I'm from Chihuahua, Mexico. So thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MS. GENEVIEVE LABASAN RUSSELL: Good afternoon. Than
you for having me here. My name 1is Genevieve Russell. I'm
from -- I'm born in Cebu City, Philippines; and I was married,
a great man, Charles Edward Russell, and a great man, too; and
I work hard in United States for five years, and I'm very prou
to be a U.S. citizen of United States of America. God bless u
all.

THE COURT: Thank you for coming.

MR. CESARIO AUGUSTO CELESTINO SOTO: My name 1is
Cesario. I come from Peru, and thanks to everybody for

everything happening, and I'm very happy. Thanks.

11

d

k
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THE COURT: Thank you for coming.

MR. FRANCISCO JAIME REYES: 1I'm Francisco Jaime, and
I'm from Mexico, and I'm happy for U.S. citizenship.

THE COURT: Congratulations.

MS. WILMA RAMIREZ DABROWSKI: I'm Wilma Dabrowski and
I'm proud to be an American today.

THE COURT: We're proud to have you.

MR. FERENC HARMATI: I am Ferenc Harmati. I am
Hungarian and from Budapest. I am married here and have my new
family. I am happy. Thank you.

THE COURT: We're happy you're happy.

MS. SOON HWA MOODY: 1I'm very happy to be an American
citizen, and I'm kind of speechless here. Oh, yeah, my name
is -- it's really H. Moody. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. KRUNAL SURESHBHAI PATEL: I am Krunal Patel, and
I'm here for the most generally computer engineering, and
that's my goal over here. I can explore more technology.
That's why I'm here.

THE COURT: Thanks.

MR. KRUNAL SURESHBHAI PATEL: Proud to be an American
now.

THE COURT: Great to have you here.

MS. MABEL BIAMA ASARE: My name is Mabel Biama Asare,

originally from Ghana, West Africa. It's always been my dream
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to be an American, and today that's been achieved, and we'll
move forward from here. So thank you very much.

THE COURT: Well, I'm glad your dream has come true.

MR. MICHAEL JOHN CHEADLE: My name is Michael Cheadle.
I'm from the UK. I moved here 13 years ago to be with my wife.
I'm proud to be here.

THE COURT: Congratulations and glad to have you.

MR. CHEN PANG HU: My name is Chen Pang Hu. I'm -- I
was born in Taiwan. The first time I visit United States in
1990, I came here for riding motorcycles. Now I'm really happy
I can enjoy my ride in the States. Thank vyou.

THE COURT: Well, I'm glad you don't have to come
here; you can just be here.

MR. SAMATHACHAI NAKHAPREECHA: My name is Samathachai
Nakhapreecha. 1I'm from Thailand.

THE COURT: Welcome.

MR. GUANG BAO HUANG: My name is Guan Huang. I'm from
China. I'm happy to come here today, got a citizen today.
Thanks.

THE COURT: Good to have you.

MS. PETCHARA PHASOOK: I'm Petchara from Thailand.

I'm happy to be here with family and everything here. Thank
you.

THE COURT: Good to have you here.

MS. TRANG SA THI DINH: My name is Sa Thi. So I'm
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happy to become citizen today because when a leader, I see
American come. Can't everybody have every gift. That's why I
love America. I love freedom. Thank you.

THE COURT: We're glad you're here.

MS. KAREN PATRICIA ACHENBACH: Hi. My name 1is Karen
Achenbach. I moved here eight years ago to be with my husband,
I'm very proud to be an American citizen.

THE COURT: Congratulations and welcome.

MR. DAVID CRAIG FOLEY: And I'm Dave Foley. I'm from
New Zealand. I'm very proud to be American. Thank you very
much.

THE COURT: Thank you for coming.

MR. JOSE LUIS VILLEGAS BAEZA: I'm Jose Luis Villegas
Baeza from Chihuahua, Mexico; and I'm very grateful to this
country for everything I've been able to achieve here and very
proud to be an American.

THE COURT: Glad to have vyou.

At this time, I believe that the Daughters of the
American Revolution, Ms. Everett, Ms. Robinson, Ms. Cartier,
Ms. Carrico and Mr. Waldford -- I believe that you have a
presentation that you would like to make, and I'd hear from you
now.

(Packets presented to the new citizens by the Daughters of
the American Revolution.)

THE COURT: And, Ms. Everett, just so that everyone
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knows, what was it that you handed out, not that I'm worried
about it but just so that -- you got through security. So I
figure we're all right.

MS. EVERETT: Well, Your Honor, we have an envelope
that has a number of pamphlets in it with stories. One in
particular today that I would mention is the story behind
The Star Spangled Banner, our National Anthem, because on
September the 14th, 1814, was when Francis Scott Key wrote the
poem that finally became our National Anthem in March of 1931.
It took a long time. And we have a lot of pamphlets that we
hope they will enjoy and I imagine lots in the audience with
them also.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. I would, at this
time, recognize -- Mr. Cohee, are you here today?

MR. COHEE: Yes.

(Mr. Cohee salutes the American Flag.)

THE COURT: Yes, there you are. Mr. Cohee, what
organization are you with?

MR. COHEE: United States Veterans Council of Natrona
County.

THE COURT: All right. And I believe you have some
things to hand out.

MR. COHEE: Flag pins; yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. If you'd please do that.

(Pins handed out by Mr. Cohee.)
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MR. COHEE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Cohee.

I would also recognize Richard Diamond; and,
Mr. Diamond, your organization is?

MR. DIAMOND: American Legion.

THE COURT: All right. And Mr. wWilliams?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You're also with the American Legion?

MR. WILLIAMS: No, sir. Disabled American Veterans.

THE COURT: And I believe you have some things to hand
out?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, sir, we do, pins with the Wyoming
bronco and Wyoming logo underneath it.

THE COURT: Very well.

MR. WILLIAMS: And we thank you for this honor and
privilege which it really is. Forty-five years ago my
13-year-old brother and 16-year-old sister wanted to know why I
joined the United States Army, especially during the time of
war where I would leave this country and go to a foreign
country. I can tell you I don't really know the reason until
recently when I met Leonard who 20 years before me had joined
the military, became a prisoner of war. For my freedom and my
choice was this man and these other soldiers and sailors; and
today, sir, now I know why I did, and here are 22 of the

greatest reasons, freedom and choice, and I thank you so much
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for choosing our country. God bless you. God bless our
country.

(Applause)

(Pins presented by Mr. Diamond, Mr. Williams and Mr. Akin
to the new citizens.)

THE COURT: And I believe it's Mr. Akin who 1is
assisting in the "handing out."

(Presentations completed.)

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.

And, Mr. Lowe, I believe that you have a few words and
someone you might want to introduce, and you're free to remain
seated.

MR. LOWE: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Mr. Lowe salutes the American Flag.)

MR. LOWE: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Counsel.

MR. LOWE: May I please be seated during my
presentation, Your Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

MR. LOWE: Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the veterans here
assembled today, the veterans of Natrona County and Wyoming, I
congratulate you on your decision to join us as American

citizens to help build further this remarkable country that has
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become what it is today in only 237 years. Our speaker today,
Dr. Leonard L. Robinson, often referred to as "Reverend
Robinson," is a man who is a native of Colorado, joined the
New Mexico National Guard as a young man, was activated by the
federal government and sent to the Philippines just a few
months before the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.

His outfit was an anti-aircraft unit, gun unit. It
was assigned to the United States Air Base in the Philippines
called "Clark Field." About ten hours after Japan had attacked
Pearl Harbor, Japanese planes appeared over Clark Field, caught
our planes on the ground being refueled, and they destroyed
most of the U.S. Far East air command and killed many.

His unit became part of the infantry that defended
against the Japanese invasion of Luzon, the main island of the
Philippines. They were driven into the Bataan Peninsula where
they put up a remarkable resistance but eventually surrendered,
were marched for days without food or water, literally went
through experiences that are indescribable in the horror of
them and ended up diseased and as a slave laborer in Japan.

He is now going to briefly tell you what he
experienced on the Bataan Death March and working as a slave
laborer in Japan.

Dr. Robinson.

(Applause)

REVEREND ROBINSON: It's good to be with you, and we
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congratulate you for becoming citizens. May the Lord bless you
and it's an honorable ceremony that we have today, and we're
thankful for it. The Lord bless each one of you. I welcome
you as new citizens of the United States. God bless you.

THE PETITIONERS: (In unison) Thank you.

(Applause)

MR. DIAMOND: Did you want to say a few more words
about your experience?

REVEREND ROBINSON: Oh, I was captured on Bataan, came
out on Bataan Death March, and from there I went to
Camp 0'Donnell, from 0'Donnell then to Cabana Taiwan and the
Philippines; and then I was sent to Japan, and for two years I
was slave labor on the docks of Niigata, Japan, and basically
was saved by the atomic bomb because understand that the
Japanese had planned to take all of us as prisoners of war.
They didn't want to know -- the world to know the treatment
they'd given us; and so all of us who -- it was to have been
August the 29" all of us to be killed; but when the atomic
bomb blasted, the Japanese changed their mind, and then I was
liberated September the 39 1946, and I'll tell you it was a
wonderful thing to once again be a citizen of the United States
of America, and God bless and you thank you for each one
becoming a citizen of the United States. Thank you.

(Applause)

THE COURT: Thank you, Reverend.
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If I'm not mistaken, Reverend Robinson is one of maybe
a handful of survivors that remain surviving from the Bataan
Death March, and it's wonderful to have you here today, sir.

REVEREND ROBINSON: Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Shugart, I would recognize you on
behalf of the United States of America, Attorney General for
the United States, Eric Holder.

MR. SHUGART: Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the
Attorney General for the United States and the U.S. Attorney
for the District of Wyoming, we congratulate each and every one
of you for what is truly an absolutely remarkable
accomplishment and wish you each the very best in your future
endeavors as you embark on this new chapter of your life as
U.S. citizens.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Shugart.

Now, someone that's very important -- you've already
met, I believe, Mr. Phillips, Chris Phillips, with the U.S.
Citizen and Immigration Services.

Mr. Phillips, it's great to have you here today.

Mr. Phillips, I believe, has already interacted with
you; but it's going to be very important, as you continue as a
U.S. citizen -- 1if anyone ever questions that, Mr. Phillips can
vouch for it and certainly has information if you have any
issues or problems.

But it's good to have you here today, Mr. Phillips,
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and thank you for helping our new 22 U.S. citizens.

And I believe -- I want to make sure I've recognized
everybody, including family members and everyone.

At this time, ladies and gentlemen, you've seen some
examples of what it has taken to create the United States of
America and what sacrifices have been made to do so. This
country was created out of a desire to avoid the oppression and
tyranny of others, to have freedom and a more fair and just
society and government, a government by the people and for the
people.

Its formation and our resulting rights came at a great
and, for many, an ultimate cost. However, that was but a down
payment. Men and women in the Armed Forces, on a daily basis,
face challenges to our freedoms and defend our way of life.

The price for our freedom continues to be paid. I hope that
all of us recognize and appreciate we are united as Americans,
and the freedoms we enjoy are not because of our individuality
but, rather, because of the common commitment we have to one
another as fellow citizens of the United States of America.

This citizenship does not come without obligation. We
are obliged and committed to one another to support and defend
what we have, not our individual interests. We have a duty to
serve, to be engaged and to participate in our government;
"responsibility" as the President referred to it. After all,

it is a government by the people. Citizens of many other
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countries see these duties as opportunities. You've never had
the opportunity to serve as a juror, sit in those seats and
decide the fate of a fellow citizen or as to whether or not
they would go to prison or whether someone should recover for
injuries or something of that nature. You now have that right
and I daresay obligation to do that. May we always take this
opportunity so that we will continue to have the opportunity.

To our newest United States citizens, thank you for
wanting to be a part of that collective commitment; and may
those of us who have already made it or have been gifted with
it be reminded what we have 1is cherished and sought after by
others throughout this world. May that always be the case, and
may God continue to bless the United States of America.

We will stand in recess.

THE CLERK: All rise. Court will stand in recess.

(The proceedings conclude at 4:24 p.m.)
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Official Federal Court Reporter
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