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LS. DISTRICT GLERK'S COURTERLY

New Employee:

June 2014

Wyoming Fun Fact
What is Wyoming’s
highest point?

The answer: Gannet
Peak— Gannet Peak
is 13,809 feet.

Have a nomination for
the Sidebar section?
Please contact Tiffany
at the Casper Clerk’s
Office at 307/232-2620

Wy

Please welcome our seasonal deputy clerk in Yellowstone
National Park, Andrew Vigeland to the District; Andrew
received his B.A. in Communication Studies and a certificate in
Geographic Information Systems from the University of
Montana in 2012. During college he worked as a computer
technician and classroom support specialist in the IT
department at the University of Montana School of Law and
was nominated for student employee of 2012 for his work in
that position. He worked as a physician tutor for STAT EPIC
charting program launch at St. Patrick's Hospital and as a
software implementer at Education Logistics Inc. He began
Law School with his sister, Elizabeth Vigeland, in the fall after
graduation and was elected the president of the student
chapter of the Montana Trial Lawyer's Association. He enjoys
singing, swing dancing, tango, and ultimate frisbee.

SAVE THE DATE:

The Federal Bar Association - 10th Annual Tri-State
Conference will be held in Jackson Hole, Wyoming October 9-
11, 2014. More information to come!!

DOCKETING TIPS:

*If you are filing a “a stipulation for dismissal” under Fed. R. Civ. P. 41(a)
(2)(A)(ii), please use the event stipulation of dismissal, found under civil
events/other documents.

*When electronically filing a notice of attorney appearance, the
appearance MUST be filed by the attorney who is appearing. It cannot
be e-filed by another attorney. The CM/ECF event uses the login of the
attorney who is e-filing the entry of appearance to populate the name
filed in the docket text and adds that attorney to the docket if the
attorney has not previously appeared. The event does not have any text
boxes where you can add additional text nor will it let you pick or add a
different attorney.



The District Court for Wyoming is in the process of implementing the Jury
Evidence Recording System (JERS) in Casper and Cheyenne. JERS allows jury
members to interactively review evidence that was presented in the courtroom
from the comfort of their jury deliberation room. The simplicity of JERS
encourages juror interaction and ensures everyone can understand the evidence
being presented. Counsel will need to provide their evidence to the Courtroom
Deputy using one of several media formats. Once loaded into the system, the
evidence can easily be presented and admitted in court and is then available
during deliberations. Written by the U.S. District Court for the Western District of
North Carolina, JERS is being implemented in districts across the country. For a
quick overview, you can check out North Carolina Western's website! We
hope to have JERS fully functional very soon.



http://www.ncwd.uscourts.gov/jury-evidence-recording-system-jers�
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John Masterson

Tell me about yourself?

I’ve been practicing law now for almost 28 years. I find that hard to believe — as I’'m sure my law professors
would as well. I’ve been lucky to have been through a lot of different work. Judge’s clerk, private practice
and public defender, state and federal prosecutor, Governor’s counsel, and now back to private practice.

If that’s not enough, I’'m married to the most patient (and forgiving) woman I know — my best friend, really —
and have somehow managed to raise three kids without any dramatic failures that I’'m willing to share.



Why did you decide to go to law school?

While my grandfather was a lawyer in Michigan, I never felt any particular drive to become one myself. My
Dad, a petroleum geologist in Wyoming starting in the late 1940s, always told me that the world was headed to a
place where the law was going to be a part of everything we do. He believed that having a degree in law —
regardless of whether someone practiced — would be of benefit to anything they did. So when you combine that
background with limited job prospects coming out of college, you have a recipe for applying to law school.

What was the first job after law school?

When I graduated from law school in Laramie in 1986, it was right in the middle of one of Wyoming’s big
financial busts. There were not a lot of jobs for new lawyers anywhere. While I never regularly monitored the
job postings at the law school, one day I happened to see the notice for the judicial law clerk position in Natrona
County’s District Court. It offered me the opportunity to return to my hometown, meet a lot of lawyers, and
watch the whole range of cases that the district courts handled. I was lucky enough to convince Judges Leimback
and Spangler that I deserved a chance, and apparently no one else applied because I was hired to start work in
Casper in the fall of 1986.

What has been your most rewarding or significant case?

Since I spent about 13 years, you’d expect the answer to come from that, and it does. But not a particular case.
Probably the most fulfilling thing was being involved in the creation of the Internet Crimes Against Children
program in the state, back when I was with the US Attorney’s office. I never thought you should relish sending
people to prison, but there was a kind of satisfaction in prosecuting people who do horrible things to the most
innocent of victims. The ICAC program in Wyoming started when the Internet was really taking off, and training
law enforcement and starting a program was a big challenge and rewarding. It involved lots of work around the
state with local, state and federal law enforcement agencies, and a proactive approach to a serious problem. I
hope it made a difference in some lives, but I guess I’ll also never know.

What has kept you inspired and energized over the years?

I don’t know anyone who would characterize me as “inspired or energized.” Like all of us there are times it’
really hard to get out of bed in the morning. But I think that what pulls me back in is to try and help people.
Lawyers have a unique and remarkable ability to counsel and assist people who are in trouble or need advice.
Usually that’s in the legal context, but I see it also when someone comes in and their legal issue is actually
grounded in some dispute with a family member that’s never been resolved, or a conflict at work that, if handled,
will make the legal problems go away. [ don’t mean to sound naive. There are obviously times and
circumstances in which full out, aggressive litigation is unavoidable, but I don’t enjoy that. It’s obscenely
expensive and takes a huge toll on anyone involved — emotionally, physically and intellectually.

I also believe strongly in pro bono work. I love the idea of giving back and trying to help others. I think it’s one
of the most significant things lawyers can do. It’s an ethical duty we have, but I believe it’s an obligation any
person owes to their community. As lucky as I’ve been, if I can be of help it’s almost impossible for me to say
“NO.”



What do you like best about being a Wyoming lawyer.

The best thing about the practice of law in Wyoming is the sense of camaraderie. We have passionate arguments
and litigation with one another, but in the end it seems that Wyoming lawyers, in most cases, still respect one
another and honor the profession. I know enough from talking with lawyers in other cities and offices and to a
person, their world is totally different from ours. They have limited relationships with lawyers outside of their
firms — they only see them when they’re across the table from one another. They don’t see the same judges often
enough to have rapport with them. When they litigate, it’s by the rules, but the approach is totally different.
More personal, perhaps. More aggressive. Maybe that’s “the way it’s done” in big communities, or maybe it’s
the way our profession is evolving. When I compare those stories to how we practice in Wyoming, I wonder if I
could practice in some of those places. It’s the way it is there, and that’s fine, but I’d rather go with the “county
lawyer” model.

Is there anything the Clerk’s office could improve on?

I can’t think of anything I’d suggest, but [ would hope you continue to do business the way you do now. Like my
experience with other law firms, we are incredibly lucky in Wyoming to have clerks who are friendly. With a
sense of perspective and humor. Who are understanding and happy to be helpful. It isn’t that other clerks in
other places aren’t, it’s that a lawyer in Wyoming can call the Clerk’s office, you’ll answer and return messages,
and proactively help us do our jobs. You aren’t bashful about giving us grief (and with good reason), but you
help us do our jobs well by doing your job well. It’s another benefit of being in Wyoming, the ability to have
some rapport with others in the profession makes it easier and more efficient on everyone involved and at the
end, it serves well the people we’re all trying to help .
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