
 
It is with great sadness that the District of Wyoming announces 
the Honorable Stephen E. Cole,  retired, United States 
Magistrate Judge, passed away on November 25, 2012. The 
District extends its condolences to Judge Cole’s family and 
colleagues during this difficult time.  
 
When to file non-public, ex-parte or sealed documents 
Non-Public 
A non-public event should be used when the filing contains the 
following personal identifiers as outlined in the E-Government Act of 
2002: 
Social Security Numbers 
Names of Minor Children 
Dates of Birth 
Financial Account Numbers 
Home Addresses 
 
Non-public filings are not available through PACER. All case 
participants will receive the notice of electronic filing (NEF), and will 
be able to access the filing using their CM/ECF login and password. 
 
Ex-Parte 
An ex-parte event should be used when it is necessary to limit 
access of a filing to either the filing party or the applicable parties 
selected during the docketing process. Ex-parte filings are used  
frequently in multi-defendant criminal cases when access to a filing 
should be restricted to a particular defendant and the USA. Ex-parte 
filings are not available through PACER. All parties will  receive the 
NEF, but only those applicable parties designated  through the 
docketing process can access the filing using their CM/ECF login 
and password. 
 
Sealed 
A sealed document should only be used when the nature of the 
filing is so private it should not be made available to anyone 
without the Court’s prior approval. Sealed entries are contained in 
the docket, but the filing is not attached to the docket entry. Sealed 
documents are maintained as paper documents in the Clerk’s vault. 
 
Fun Fact: Do you ever wonder how CM/ECF came to be? 
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Fun Fact answer! 
In 1996/1997, a U.S. District Court in Columbus ,Ohio had a 
maritime asbestos case  where they were a year and a half 
behind in docketing. They would prepare for hearings using 
paper documents kept in boxes. There was a fire and the 
sprinkler system ruined the boxes of pleadings. They called 
the Administrative Office, who developed the Electronic Case 
Filing System, and plead for help. Bankruptcy volunteered to 
pilot this new program and the rest is CM/ECF history! 
 
 
Court Reporter— Jan Davis 
Congratulations to Jan Davis for receiving the Samuel M. Blumberg 
Jr. Award of Excellence. Jan was presented this award at the 
United States Court Reporter Association’s 67th Annual Convention 
and Seminar in Charleston, S.C.  
 
 
Attaching PDF files in CM/ECF 
In order to avoid file corruption when creating PDF documents, 
please use the print to PDF option rather than file/save. File/save 
does not lock the data and has caused problems when uploading 
the documents to the Court of Appeals. 
 
 
Magistrate Judge Kelly H. Rankin 
Please remember to add Magistrate Judge Rankin’s name under 
the signature line on all civil non-dispositive proposed orders.  
 
 
CM/ECF Version 5.1.1 Coming Soon!  
Be on the look out for a new civil cover sheet! 
 
 
New Employee 
Please welcome the following new employee to the District: 
Cameron Kynes —Career Law Clerk to Judge Brimmer beginning 
December 11, 2012. 
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HELPFUL TOOL 
Large PDF documents are much easier to navigate if you can use 
the built in search features found in today's browsers.   However, 
the search feature only works on documents that have been 
converted from a word processor or scanned with the OCR feature 
turned on.  Consider turning on Optical Character Recognition to 
make documents easier to search for all users. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Filing Non-Dispositive or Dispositive Motions 
In order to direct the filing of these motions to the proper Judge, 
please make sure you chose whether the motion is non-dispositive 
or dispositive. For example,  a motion to exceed page limit on a 
motion for summary judgment would be docketed as a motion to file 
excess pages (dispositive) since the motion it pertains to is a 
dispositive motion. 
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  Terry Harris 
     Cheyenne, WY 
 

 
 
 
Tell me a about yourself? Having fond memories of some early childhood years in Great Falls, MT, and its 
beautiful mountains to the west and south, I was determined that, as an adult, I would return to the Rocky 
Mountain region. Thus, towards the end of my undergraduate work at Virginia Tech I got on a Greyhound 
bus and headed west to Laramie, WY, to begin law school in 1979. Other than brief stays in Minneapolis, 
MN, and Kenai, AK, following the bar exam in 1982, I’ve remained in Cheyenne, WY, making it my home 
and raising my daughter Emily here. I don’t recall the specific year, but I do recall the specific moment when 
I knew I had developed a very strong “sense of place” for Cheyenne and the arid high plains of the west. 
Driving home following a visit to my parents in Minnesota, as I was driving through Nebraska where one 
starts leaving behind the many green trees and screened-in porches and begins rising up and away from the 
South Platte River, that sense of “home” took hold. I now happily experience it just about every time I return 
from being away from Wyoming. Of course, practicing law in Wyoming, one experiences no shortage of 
opportunities to get behind the steering wheel to travel to a distant court hearing or other work-destination, 
the added benefit of which quite often is a beautiful big blue sky, panoramic view of the beautiful high plains 
and mountains, and the Wyoming wildlife. Just this year I often was treated to views of mature Bald and 
Golden eagles while I was traveling up or down I-25! What a treat! Many days over the years here I’ve been 
fortunate enough to be out camping, fly fishing, or bird hunting with my good friends, many of them 
Wyoming lawyers also, and with our families. Away from work, innumerable days spent outdoors in both 
Wyoming and the Nebraska Panhandle, have only added to this indelible impression, or sense of place . 
 
Why did you decide to go to law school? Frankly, midway through my years at VaTech I came to the 
realization I did not want to go on to be a CPA, so I took the LSAT exam and decided I’d give law school a 
try. I was young, and really had given very little thought to things such as career and family. 
 
What was your first job after law school? Following a legal internship in Minneapolis while I was awaiting 
the bar results, and then a brief associate position the fall of 1982 in Kenai, Alaska, I returned to Wyoming 
and began an Assistant AG position under Wyoming Attorney General Arch McClintock – one of my earliest 
mentors in my legal career. 
 
What has been your most rewarding or significant case? I perhaps am fortunate, in that I don’t know that I 
could identify a single case as my most rewarding or significant. Over the years I’ve represented innumerable 
injured workers in Wyoming’s workers’ compensation system, and since returning to private practice in 1996 
I’ve also represented innumerable defendants charged with federal felony offenses. I’ve also represented a 
number of state or federal defendants seeking habeas relief in federal court, including former Wyoming death 
row inmate James Harlow and current death row inmate Dale Eaton. Almost without exception, each one of 
those many cases has been quite rewarding, and most all of them significant to the client. I consider myself 
lucky, in that sense. Most of my cases have been challenging for me, yet I think the capital habeas cases have 
been the most challenging, professionally. I’ve been fortunate, both personally and professionally, to have 
been allowed to work with very experienced counsel on both cases.  As an added bonus, my work on those 
capital habeas cases has led to some wonderful friendships. 
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What has kept you inspired and energized over the years? My daughter Emily, now a third-year law student at 
the Wyoming College of Law, has kept me both inspired and energized over the years. My very good friends, 
many of whom also are Wyoming lawyers, also have played a major role in keeping me focused. But more than 
anything, I suspect, the challenges presented by each new case, the need to continue to learn, to strategize, to 
thoroughly work each new case for each new client, irrespective of some result I may have obtained in a prior 
unrelated case, keeps me both inspired and energized. 
 
What do you like best about being a Wyoming lawyer? I like most the congeniality and shared respect 
amongst both the lawyers and between the lawyers and the judges in this state. I’ve particularly enjoyed my time 
in the federal court system, my interaction with other federal criminal defense attorneys, the AUSA’s within our 
U.S. Attorneys Office, the Clerk’s Office staff, and the federal Judges and Court staff. Practicing law in 
Wyoming, and particularly in our federal district court, most often is a pleasant experience, and that in large part 
is due to the people with whom I interact on a daily basis. 
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